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Bridges of Middlesex County
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The Bridges of Middlesex County

The story of Waltham, E. Howard &
Co. and the E. Howard Watch Co.
and their Bridge Model Watches
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The First Bridge Model

Aln the 18906s Waltham h
Swiss watchmakers to modernize their watch
MES

A The most distinctive development was the
adaptation of the 1894 model 12 size watch and
the 1899 16 size watch to a new open design.

A The first watch built to this design was a prototype
based on an 1888 model.



o
Found in the Engineering Departmeﬂt888 Bndge M OdEI

heffectso when Waltham sh down.

It is 17 jewel with no serial no. marks. P rOtOtype

There are marks on the bridge ends that
appear to be from prexisting Jewel
setting screws.

Note the small detent screw to th
of the winding wheel characteristi




The 1894 model 12 size watches are the T h e Fl rSt

first production Bridge Models.
The lowest serial number is 8,774,001

which could be as late as 1903. PrOdUCtlon MOdeIS

No detailed records exist, so the precis
date is not known.*

This example is from the first OF run
8,774,501 to 8,775,000.

*Many runs of 1894 model with numbers below
7,555,000 were completed in 1902.
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The 16 Size Bridge Model

A The 16 size Bridge Model was the last of the
American Watch Co. grade watches produced by
Waltham.

A After the 1899 Bridge Model, the name American
Watch Co. as a grade designation disappears and is
replaced by Maximus.

A The magnificent Premier Maximus was the final
Waltham Bridge Model
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The Bridges at Waltham

D
12 size 19, 21 and 23 Jewel
both Hunting and Open
I 19 Jewel has not been 12 Size Hunting 101 | 310 550
reported seen but is listed :
16 size 21 and 23 Jewel 12 Size Open 100 | 766 176
both Hunting and Open 16 Size Hunting 380 | 1,080
Face | 16 Size Open 245 | 955
16 size 23 Jewel Specials ') g"a "5 Siraight Bridges 600
I with straight supplemental _ - :
bridges for E. Howard 16 Size HC Straight Bridges 400

Watch Co.

Watches marked for E.
Howard & Co. may be

found in all the runs
Note: The prototype is 17J and there may be other 17J examples. Some

production runs read 1723 jewels. However, no standard 17J examples |
been reported.



A 21 Jewel Bridge Model

A First 16 Size Open FaceRLzl JeWEI Brldge MOdel

A 3 Visible Diamond End Stones ’
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A Classic Bridge Model Dial 23\] Standard MOdeI

A 23 jewel
A 2 Diamond end stones
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A Exported Bridge Model L
A Classic English Crystal case style
A 9 Karat Dennison Mark

London Bridge

-
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E. Howard &
7 i Dilemma

Howard had established aj
reputation for solid, reliabl ;

watches with no high jewe SEEIEF S a—-) = — N
counts or odd looking platt NGRS W\

The market was looking for s o /ﬁ v%/ e BN o
higher jewel counts and more o2 Jffwrﬂf// N\
style. S Hmr 08 -y Rt WA

With their very low volume
production, Howard could not
retool to produce a different kind
of watch.

They introduced the split plate  JFEEE St
watches in both the N and L size, R\aiis o
but it was not enough. g .
The 21 jewel L size watch was
the most daring watch they could
come up with.



A Howard contracted with Waltham to provide a

o
customi zed (private IaBl_ehe Aﬂswer

new Bridge Model.

A The first Howard version was identical to the 2148
jewel bridge models from Waltham. n O u t S O l

A The dials are a synthesis of the elegant Howard
dials on the Howard New Model and the
understated dial on the Waltham Bridge Modg









































































