
The Life and Times of 

Frederic S. McIntyre

From Charlotte Michigan to 
Newton Massachusetts by way of 
South McAlester Indian Territory 

and Kankakee Illinois



Fred McIntyre 

Career

Å June 1887 ïGraduation from Charlotte 
High School in English

Å 1888ïTeaching in unknown location, 
Holland, MI?

Å 1891ïWatchmaking school ïPossibly 
Bradley with DeLong

Å Ca 1893ï1905: Jeweler, So. 
McAlester, I.T.
ï 1895 Married Lida Wood

ï 1903 Daughter Kathleen born

ï 1904 Lida dies

ï 1901 ï1905 Developing watch design 
with DeLong in So. McAlester, I.T.

ï 1905 Married Lola Booth

Å 1905 ï1908 Looking for site for watch 
factory

Å 1908 ï1912 McIntyre Watch Co. 
Kankakee, IL
ï 1905 ï1908: Lining up investors and 

hands for watch factory.

ï 1908 ï1911: General Manager then 
President of McIntyre Watch Co.

ï 1911 Traveling for McIntyre Watch Co. 
negotiating dealerships.

ï 1911 ï1912: General Manger,  
McIntyre Watch Co.

ï 1911 Son Donald born

Å 1913 ï1919: Partner in W. G. Knapp
ï 1913 Daughter Zelda born

ï Wholesaling diamonds, watches and 
traveling clocks

ï McIntyre and Knapp each retained 
separate private businesses while 
working in the partnership.

Å 1915: Investor with Knapp and others 
in the Delong Escapement Company

Å 1919 ï1925: Lincoln Products Corp., 
Springfield, MA  Automobile 
Accessories

Å 1925 ï1954: Zenith Products, West 
Newton, MA
ï Designed and developed precision 

pumps for the synthetic fiber industry.

ï Sold over 500,000 pumps to major 
customers such as DuPont and 
Celanese.

ï Was still working on improved pump 
designs at the time of his death in 1954.



Young Fred

Young Fred at age 

12 in Charlotte, 

Michigan.



The Early Days

ÅFred graduated from Charlotte High School in 
1887 and taught school for several years before 
deciding to take up watch making.

ÅDid he attend Bradley? He went to watch making 
school somewhere in the early 1890ôs and Bradley 
studying with DeLong is the most obvious 
connection.

ÅThe watch signed by Fred in the Southern 
Horological Institute ad is signed 1904 so part of 
the activity in So. McAlester was probably Fredôs 
continuing education in watch making with 
instruction from DeLong.





Fred and Lida

Å Fredôs first wife Lida Wood was 
from Ft. Smith, Arkansas.

Å They married in 1895 and had two 
still born children before their 
daughter Kathleen was born in 
1901.

Å Lida died in 1903 in New Mexico 
probably of consumption 
(Tuberculosis)
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Indian Territory Watches
934 46503 1898 - 1899 Eisenstadt St. Louis

934 132136 1900 Eisenstadt St. Louis

934 146111 3/13/01 Eisenstadt St. Louis

934 146219

934 146228 3/25/01 7/17/01 Eisenstadt St. Louis

940 148216 2/25/01 3/1/01 Eisenstadt St. Louis

940 148217 2/25/01 3/15/01 Eisenstadt St. Louis

941 153604

934 172010 10/29/01 11/25/01 Wheeler

927 179511

926 182810 1/15/02 1/30/02 Eisenstadt St. Louis

926 202018 6/20/02 11/12/02 Eisenstadt St. Louis

926 233925 1/16/04 11/29/05 S.H. llelausin Minneapolis

Agassiz 16s 116679

Agassiz 16s 116680

Swiss 0s 1283255

Fred ordered watches 
through jobbers from 
Hamilton with his name 
on the dial and movement.



Examples 

of I.T. Watches

Swiss 0 size

Hamilton 940

Agassiz 16 size



The Grand City of 

South McAlester

Å At the turn of the 20th century South McAlester was the 
2nd largest city in what is now Oklahoma.

Å The Choctaw Nation was very prosperous with major 
coal deposits in the area.

Å South McAlester was the crossing of two major rail lines.

Å Immigrants to the Choctaw Nation were required to have 
work permits similar to todayôs Green Card or be married 
to a native citizen. 

Å Most of the coal miners working in the area were 
immigrants from Italy.

Å There was a major mine disaster in nearby Krebs in 1897 
with the loss of many lives.



McAlester Today

Å McAlesterôs major industry today is a 
nearby federal penitentiary although there 
are a number of smaller businesses.

Å There is only a little left to remember Fred 
& Charles activities there.



Early McIntyre/DeLong 

Prototype

Å This artifact was found as loose material in some of Fredôs memorabilia.

Å It represents the abandoned layout of the McIntyre Watch on an Open Face plan with the 
winding and center in line with the 4th wheel.

Å The watch has been restored to working condition and the winding train completed from 
the factory drawings.

Å The winding gears had been lost over the years. The watch was finished at some time all 
except the setting mechanism.



Patents

The watch patents obtained 
by Fred McIntyre and 
Charles DeLong were the 
cornerstone of their plans to 
build the McIntyre Watch 
Co. With little in the way of 
cash to invest, they needed 
tangible goods to obtain their 
share of the enterprise. By 
assigning all his patents to 
Fred, Charles gave Fred the 
power to negotiate with the 
investors with substantial 
value on his side.



Master Assembly Drawing



Detail Drawings

The factory material includes all of the detail drawings, Master Assembly Drawings, 
specialized cutters and a large number of watch parts. There is also a group of ebauches and 
dials. The drawings are all India ink on linen with blue prints made from them for use on 
the shop floor. 


